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Preface‌ ‌ 
Did‌ ‌anyone‌ ‌tell‌ ‌you‌ ‌that‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌is‌ ‌overall‌ ‌the‌ ‌best‌‌country‌‌in‌‌the‌‌world?‌‌Please‌‌don't‌‌take‌‌my‌‌                                   

word‌ ‌for‌ ‌it.‌ ‌Check‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌2021‌ ‌Best‌ ‌Countries‌ ‌Report‌,‌ ‌a‌ ‌ranking‌ ‌and‌ ‌analysis‌ ‌project‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌U.S.‌‌                                 

News‌ ‌&‌ ‌World‌ ‌Report.‌ ‌This‌ ‌survey‌ ‌evaluated‌ ‌different‌ ‌nations‌ ‌across‌‌24‌‌rankings,‌‌and‌‌Canada‌‌                           

scored‌ ‌the‌ ‌overall‌ ‌best‌ ‌ranking.‌ ‌No‌ ‌wonder‌ ‌why‌ ‌so‌ ‌many‌‌individuals‌‌and‌‌families‌‌want‌‌to‌‌call‌‌                               

Canada‌ ‌their‌ ‌home‌ ‌too.‌‌ ‌  

The‌ ‌decision‌ ‌to‌ ‌move‌ ‌to‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌is‌‌one‌‌of‌‌the‌‌most‌‌straightforward‌‌tasks.‌‌"‌How‌‌to‌"‌‌is‌‌the‌‌main‌‌                                   

question.‌‌There‌‌are‌‌various‌‌types‌‌of‌‌visas,‌‌which‌‌have‌‌their‌‌subcategories,‌‌with‌‌each‌‌one‌‌having‌‌                             

different‌‌requirements.‌‌Other‌‌factors‌‌like‌‌weather,‌‌finances,‌‌and‌‌language‌‌also‌‌play‌‌a‌‌significant‌‌                         

role‌ ‌in‌ ‌making‌ ‌this‌ ‌decision.‌ ‌I‌ ‌am‌ ‌sure‌ ‌someone‌‌in‌‌your‌‌extended‌‌family‌‌is‌‌already‌‌a‌‌Canadian‌‌                                 

resident.‌‌Our‌‌first‌‌step‌‌usually‌‌is‌‌to‌‌talk‌‌to‌‌them‌‌to‌‌understand‌‌the‌‌process.‌‌But‌‌each‌‌person‌‌has‌‌a‌‌                                     

different‌ ‌experience‌‌and‌‌a‌‌different‌‌suggestion.‌‌What‌‌to‌‌do‌‌now?‌‌How‌‌to‌‌make‌‌a‌‌well-informed‌‌                             

decision?‌ ‌ 

This‌‌guide‌‌attempts‌‌to‌‌answer‌‌the‌‌questions‌‌you‌‌may‌‌have‌‌on‌‌starting‌‌this‌‌journey‌‌to‌‌become‌‌a‌‌                                 

Canadian‌‌resident.‌‌There‌‌are‌‌a‌‌few‌‌factors‌‌and‌‌things‌‌you‌‌should‌‌be‌‌aware‌‌of‌‌before‌‌you‌‌begin‌‌                                 

your‌‌Canada‌‌visa‌‌application.‌‌The‌‌more‌‌you‌‌know,‌‌the‌‌more‌‌capable‌‌you‌‌are‌‌of‌‌making‌‌choices‌‌                               

that‌ ‌will‌ ‌benefit‌ ‌you.‌ ‌These‌ ‌topics‌ ‌may‌‌seem‌‌small,‌‌but‌‌they‌‌could‌‌have‌‌a‌‌significant‌‌impact‌‌on‌‌                                 

your‌ ‌immigration‌ ‌experience.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
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Visa‌ ‌and‌ ‌immigration‌ ‌programs‌ ‌ 

‌ 

There‌ ‌are‌ ‌over‌ ‌60‌ ‌types‌ ‌of‌ ‌immigration‌ ‌programs‌ ‌that‌ ‌can‌ ‌help‌ ‌you‌ ‌make‌ ‌a‌ ‌Canadian‌ ‌resident.‌ ‌ 

Express‌ ‌Entry‌‌ ‌  

Usually,‌ ‌the‌ ‌fastest‌ ‌way‌ ‌to‌ ‌become‌ ‌a‌ ‌permanent‌ ‌resident‌ ‌is‌ ‌to‌ ‌enter‌ ‌the‌ ‌pool‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌Express‌‌                                 

Entry‌‌program‌‌and‌‌get‌‌selected.‌‌However,‌‌‌Express‌‌entry‌‌is‌‌a‌‌point-based‌‌draw‌‌system,‌‌where‌‌the‌‌                             

points‌‌are‌‌often‌‌high‌‌due‌‌to‌‌the‌‌extreme‌‌popularity‌‌of‌‌this‌‌program.‌‌The‌‌points‌‌are‌‌allotted‌‌based‌‌                                 

on‌ ‌age,‌‌education,‌‌language‌‌skills,‌‌and‌‌relevant‌‌experience.‌‌One‌‌has‌‌to‌‌show‌‌proof‌‌of‌‌funds‌‌as‌‌                               

well.‌‌ ‌  

Family‌ ‌sponsorship‌ ‌ 
You‌ ‌can‌ ‌sponsor‌ ‌your‌ ‌relatives,‌ ‌including‌‌your‌‌spouse,‌‌partner,‌‌children,‌‌parents,‌‌grandparents,‌‌                       

and‌ ‌others,‌ ‌to‌ ‌immigrate‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌family‌ ‌sponsorship‌ ‌program‌.‌ ‌Due‌‌to‌‌increased‌‌fraudulent‌‌                         

marriages‌ ‌to‌ ‌obtain‌ ‌visas,‌ ‌the‌ ‌documentation‌ ‌and‌ ‌scrutiny‌ ‌for‌ ‌this‌ ‌program‌ ‌are‌ ‌higher.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
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https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/express-entry.html
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‌ 

Provincial‌ ‌nominees‌ ‌ 
Provincial‌ ‌Nominee‌ ‌Program,‌ ‌popularly‌‌known‌‌as‌‌‌PNP‌,‌‌is‌‌when‌‌the‌‌provinces‌‌(states)‌‌invite‌‌you‌‌                           

to‌‌work‌‌or‌‌study‌‌there‌‌for‌‌a‌‌specified‌‌period.‌‌During‌‌this‌‌time,‌‌you‌‌are‌‌given‌‌a‌‌temporary‌‌resident‌‌                                   

visa‌ ‌with‌ ‌some‌ ‌restrictions‌ ‌on‌ ‌moving‌ ‌to‌ ‌another‌ ‌province‌‌for‌‌work.‌‌After‌‌this‌‌specified‌‌period,‌‌                             

you‌‌can‌‌move‌‌to‌‌any‌‌province‌‌of‌‌your‌‌choice.‌‌Other‌‌programs‌‌similar‌‌to‌‌this‌‌are‌‌‌Quebec-selected‌‌                               

skilled‌ ‌workers‌‌ ‌and‌ ‌‌Atlantic‌ ‌Immigration‌ ‌Pilot‌.‌‌ ‌  

Caregivers‌ ‌ 
Immigrate‌ ‌by‌ ‌providing‌ ‌care‌ ‌for‌‌children,‌‌the‌‌elderly,‌‌or‌‌those‌‌with‌‌medical‌‌needs,‌‌or‌‌work‌‌as‌‌a‌‌                                 

live-in‌‌caregiver‌.‌‌As‌‌with‌‌the‌‌PNP‌‌program,‌‌this‌‌program‌‌also‌‌gives‌‌a‌‌temporary‌‌residence,‌‌which‌‌                             

on‌ ‌completion‌ ‌of‌ ‌specific‌ ‌timeframes‌ ‌and‌ ‌work‌ ‌requirements,‌ ‌makes‌ ‌you‌ ‌eligible‌ ‌to‌ ‌apply‌ ‌for‌‌                           

permanent‌ ‌residence.‌ ‌ 

Start-up‌ ‌Visa‌ ‌ 
Immigrate‌ ‌by‌ ‌starting‌ ‌a‌ ‌business‌ ‌and‌ ‌creating‌ ‌jobs‌ ‌through‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌start-up‌ ‌visa‌ ‌or‌ ‌immigrate‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌‌                               

self-employed‌ ‌person‌ ‌in‌ ‌particularly‌ ‌‌high-demand‌ ‌‌activities.‌ ‌Working‌ ‌in‌ ‌specific‌ ‌‌agri-food‌‌                   

industries‌ ‌and‌ ‌occupations‌ ‌can‌ ‌also‌ ‌help‌ ‌you‌ ‌secure‌ ‌a‌ ‌visa.‌ ‌ 

Short‌ ‌term‌ ‌programs‌ ‌ 
Canada‌ ‌also‌ ‌offers‌ ‌some‌ ‌permanent‌ ‌visa‌ ‌opportunities‌ ‌from‌ ‌time‌ ‌to‌ ‌time.‌ ‌‌Healthcare‌ ‌workers'‌‌                         

permanent‌ ‌residence‌ ‌pathway‌ ‌and‌ ‌‌Temporary‌ ‌resident‌ ‌to‌ ‌permanent‌ ‌resident‌ ‌pathway‌ ‌are‌‌                     

recent‌ ‌examples.‌ ‌In‌ ‌addition,‌ ‌‌refugee‌ ‌visas‌ ‌are‌ ‌provided‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌people‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌victims‌ ‌of‌‌                             

political,‌ ‌religious,‌ ‌or‌ ‌climatic‌ ‌turmoil.‌ ‌It‌ ‌also‌ ‌offers‌ ‌Temporary‌ ‌visas‌ ‌for‌ ‌Tourists,‌ ‌Businesses,‌‌or‌‌                           

sturdy‌ ‌purposes.‌ ‌ ‌   
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Language‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 

For‌ ‌most‌ ‌immigration‌ ‌visas,‌ ‌you‌ ‌must‌ ‌demonstrate‌ ‌your‌ ‌language‌ ‌skills.‌ ‌There‌ ‌are‌ ‌a‌ ‌few‌‌                           

exceptions‌ ‌where‌ ‌you‌ ‌don't‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌have‌ ‌a‌ ‌minimum‌ ‌language‌ ‌skill‌ ‌set,‌ ‌which‌ ‌can‌ ‌include‌‌                             

sponsorship‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌refugees‌ ‌visa.‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌has‌ ‌two‌ ‌official‌ ‌languages:‌ ‌English‌ ‌&‌ ‌French.‌ ‌Most‌‌                           

people‌ ‌prefer‌ ‌to‌ ‌write‌ ‌their‌ ‌language‌ ‌test‌ ‌in‌ ‌English,‌ ‌but‌ ‌you‌ ‌can‌ ‌get‌ ‌additional‌‌points‌‌to‌‌your‌‌                                 

profile‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌take‌ ‌a‌ ‌French‌ ‌test.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

Your‌ ‌language‌ ‌skills‌ ‌are‌ ‌measured‌ ‌in‌ ‌four‌ ‌areas:‌ ‌ 

● Writing‌ ‌ 

● Speaking‌ ‌ 

● Listening‌ ‌ 

● Reading‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Remember‌ ‌to‌ ‌schedule‌ ‌your‌ ‌test‌ ‌only‌ ‌with‌ ‌an‌ ‌agency‌ ‌approved‌ ‌by‌ ‌Immigration,‌ ‌Refugee‌ ‌&‌‌                           

Citizenship‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌(IRCC).‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌check‌ ‌the‌ ‌links‌ ‌below‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌current‌ ‌approved‌ ‌testing‌‌                           

systems.‌ ‌   
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‌ 

● IELTS:‌ ‌International‌ ‌English‌ ‌Language‌ ‌Testing‌ ‌System‌ ‌ 

● CELPIP:‌ ‌Canadian‌ ‌English‌ ‌Language‌ ‌Proficiency‌ ‌Index‌ ‌Program‌ ‌ 

● TEF‌ ‌Canada:‌ ‌Test‌ ‌d’évaluation‌ ‌de‌ ‌français‌ ‌ 

● TCF‌ ‌Canada:‌ ‌Test‌ ‌de‌ ‌connaissance‌ ‌du‌ ‌français‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Also,‌‌note‌‌that‌‌there‌‌are‌‌two‌‌categories‌‌of‌‌language‌‌tests‌‌in‌‌English.‌‌Always‌‌check‌‌which‌‌one‌‌is‌‌                                 

required‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌program‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌interested‌ ‌in.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

● General‌ ‌(For‌ ‌immigration)‌ ‌ 

● Academic‌ ‌(For‌ ‌studies)‌ ‌ 

‌ 

The‌ ‌tests‌ ‌are‌ ‌usually‌ ‌valid‌ ‌for‌ ‌two‌ ‌years.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 

‌   
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http://www.ielts.org/
http://www.celpip.ca/
https://www.lefrancaisdesaffaires.fr/en/tests-diplomas/test-for-evaluating-french-tef/tef-canada/
http://www.ciep.fr/tcf-canada


 

 

Documents‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 

Get‌ ‌a‌ ‌checklist‌ ‌from‌ ‌your‌ ‌immigration‌ ‌consultation‌ ‌or‌ ‌download‌ ‌it‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌webpage‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                             

program‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌interested‌ ‌in.‌ ‌It‌ ‌would‌ ‌help‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌had‌ ‌all‌ ‌your‌ ‌documents‌ ‌ready‌ ‌before‌ ‌you‌‌                                 

started‌ ‌the‌ ‌process.‌ ‌Generally,‌ ‌the‌ ‌documents‌ ‌are‌ ‌as‌ ‌follows,‌ ‌but‌ ‌as‌ ‌I‌ ‌mentioned‌ ‌earlier,‌‌                           

double-check‌ ‌the‌ ‌program‌ ‌resources‌ ‌page‌ ‌before‌ ‌spending‌ ‌your‌ ‌time,‌ ‌energy,‌ ‌and‌ ‌money‌ ‌on‌ ‌it.‌ ‌ 

● Birth‌ ‌certificate‌ ‌ 

● Passport‌‌ ‌  

● Educational‌ ‌documents-‌ ‌usually‌ ‌needed‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌evaluated.‌‌ ‌  

● Experience‌ ‌letters‌ ‌ 

● Language‌ ‌test‌ ‌results‌ ‌ 

● Proof‌ ‌of‌ ‌funds‌ ‌ 

● Documents‌ ‌proving‌ ‌relationship‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌Canadian‌ ‌PR‌ ‌or‌ ‌Citizenship‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌claiming‌‌ 

points‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌Canadian‌ ‌blood‌ ‌relative‌ ‌ 

● Most‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌documents‌ ‌for‌ ‌your‌ ‌dependents‌ ‌as‌ ‌well.‌ ‌ 
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Finances‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Not‌ ‌all‌ ‌the‌ ‌programs‌ ‌need‌ ‌proof‌ ‌of‌ ‌funds,‌ ‌but‌ ‌most‌‌of‌‌the‌‌economic‌‌immigration‌‌programs‌‌do.‌‌                               

The‌‌criteria‌‌are‌‌different‌‌for‌‌each‌‌program.‌‌You‌‌need‌‌to‌‌show‌‌that‌‌you‌‌will‌‌be‌‌capable‌‌of‌‌taking‌‌                                   

care‌ ‌of‌ ‌yourself‌ ‌and‌ ‌your‌ ‌family‌ ‌for‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌ ‌six‌ ‌months‌ ‌when‌ ‌you‌ ‌land‌ ‌in‌ ‌Canada.‌ ‌The‌ ‌funds‌‌                                   

should‌‌not‌‌be‌‌borrowed‌‌from‌‌anyone,‌‌and‌‌it‌‌is‌‌advisable‌‌to‌‌keep‌‌the‌‌funds‌‌untouched‌‌during‌‌the‌‌                                 

immigration‌ ‌process.‌‌ ‌  

‌   
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Provinces‌ ‌ 

‌ 

There‌‌are‌‌ten‌‌provinces‌‌and‌‌three‌‌territories‌‌which‌‌make‌‌Canada‌‌a‌‌great‌‌country.‌‌Unless‌‌you‌‌are‌‌                               

immigrating‌‌through‌‌a‌‌provincial‌‌nominee‌‌program,‌‌you‌‌are‌‌free‌‌to‌‌choose‌‌any‌‌of‌‌the‌‌provinces‌‌                             

or‌ ‌territories‌ ‌as‌ ‌your‌ ‌home.‌ ‌Most‌ ‌people‌ ‌like‌ ‌to‌‌go‌‌to‌‌either‌‌Ontario‌‌or‌‌British‌‌Columbia.‌‌Still,‌‌it‌‌                                   

would‌‌help‌‌if‌‌you‌‌read‌‌about‌‌each‌‌of‌‌these‌‌places‌‌and‌‌research‌‌where‌‌you‌‌think‌‌the‌‌job‌‌related‌‌                                   

to‌ ‌your‌ ‌field‌ ‌is‌ ‌and‌ ‌have‌ ‌a‌ ‌network‌ ‌of‌ ‌friends‌ ‌or‌ ‌relatives‌ ‌to‌ ‌support‌ ‌you‌ ‌in‌ ‌your‌ ‌initial‌ ‌adjustment.‌ ‌ 
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Alberta‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

British‌ ‌Columbia‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Manitoba‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

New‌ ‌Brunswick‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Newfoundland‌ ‌and‌ ‌Labrador‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Northwest‌ ‌Territories‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Nova‌ ‌Scotia‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Nunavut‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Ontario‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Prince‌ ‌Edward‌ ‌Island‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Quebec‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Saskatchewan‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

Yukon‌ ‌‌Link‌ ‌ 

‌   
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https://www.alberta.ca/office-statistics-information.aspx
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/
http://www.gov.mb.ca/mbs/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/finance.html
http://www.stats.gov.nl.ca/
http://www.statsnwt.ca/
http://www.novascotia.ca/finance/statistics/
http://www.stats.gov.nu.ca/en/home.aspx
https://www.ontario.ca/
http://www.gov.pe.ca/pt/esaffr-info/dg.inc.php3
http://www.stat.gouv.qc.ca/default_an.html
http://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/government-data/bureau-of-statistics
https://yukon.ca/en/bureau-of-statistics


 

 

Immigration‌ ‌consultant‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Some‌ ‌people‌ ‌opt‌ ‌to‌ ‌submit‌ ‌their‌ ‌files‌‌themselves,‌‌but‌‌others‌‌prefer‌‌to‌‌leave‌‌the‌‌process‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                 

capable‌ ‌hands‌ ‌of‌ ‌an‌ ‌immigration‌ ‌consultant‌ ‌who‌ ‌is‌ ‌an‌ ‌expert‌ ‌in‌ ‌this‌ ‌field.‌ ‌There‌ ‌are‌ ‌so‌ ‌many‌‌                                 

agencies‌ ‌that‌ ‌it‌ ‌becomes‌‌difficult‌‌to‌‌finalize‌‌anyone.‌‌I‌‌am‌‌sure‌‌we‌‌all‌‌have‌‌also‌‌heard‌‌stories‌‌of‌‌                                   

immigration‌ ‌fraud‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌financial,‌ ‌social,‌ ‌and‌ ‌psychological‌ ‌impact‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌individual‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌‌                           

whole‌‌family.‌‌How‌‌can‌‌one‌‌check‌‌the‌‌credibility‌‌of‌‌an‌‌immigration‌‌consultant?‌‌One‌‌of‌‌the‌‌ways‌‌is‌‌                                 

to‌ ‌get‌ ‌references‌ ‌from‌ ‌your‌ ‌friends‌ ‌and‌ ‌family.‌ ‌People‌ ‌who‌‌have‌‌already‌‌used‌‌the‌‌consultants'‌‌                             

services‌ ‌will‌ ‌give‌ ‌you‌ ‌a‌ ‌better‌ ‌idea‌ ‌of‌ ‌what‌ ‌to‌ ‌expect‌ ‌and‌ ‌their‌ ‌recommendations.‌ ‌‌The‌ ‌other‌‌                               

significant‌ ‌and‌ ‌genuine‌ ‌source‌ ‌to‌ ‌search‌ ‌for‌ ‌an‌ ‌immigration‌ ‌consultant‌ ‌is‌ ‌to‌ ‌check‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌public‌‌                             

register‌ ‌maintained‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌regulatory‌ ‌body‌ ‌named‌ ‌The‌ ‌Immigration‌ ‌Consultants‌ ‌of‌ ‌Canada‌‌                       

Regulatory‌ ‌Council‌ ‌(ICCRC.‌ ‌This‌ ‌exclusive‌ ‌database‌ ‌also‌ ‌provides‌ ‌you‌ ‌information‌ ‌about‌ ‌any‌‌                       

discipline‌ ‌issues,‌ ‌current‌ ‌or‌ ‌past,‌ ‌that‌ ‌may‌ ‌concern‌ ‌any‌ ‌Regulated‌ ‌Canadian‌ ‌Immigration‌‌                       

Consultants‌ ‌(RCICs)‌ ‌you‌‌are‌‌considering‌‌opting‌‌for.‌‌On‌‌November‌‌23,‌‌2021,‌‌ICCRC‌‌will‌‌officially‌‌                           

become‌‌the‌‌College‌‌of‌‌Immigration‌‌and‌‌Citizenship‌‌Consultants‌‌(CICC).‌‌On‌‌the‌‌surface,‌‌you‌‌may‌‌                           

find‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌non-regulated‌ ‌consultants‌ ‌cost‌ ‌you‌ ‌less‌ ‌but‌ ‌be‌ ‌vary‌ ‌that‌ ‌these‌ ‌agencies‌ ‌are‌ ‌not‌‌                               

answerable‌‌to‌‌any‌‌authority‌‌in‌‌case‌‌they‌‌don't‌‌correctly‌‌handle‌‌your‌‌case‌‌or‌‌there‌‌is‌‌any‌‌financial‌‌                                 

dispute.‌ ‌ 
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Expressing‌ ‌your‌ ‌interest‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Once‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌made‌ ‌up‌ ‌your‌ ‌mind‌ ‌about‌ ‌immigrating‌ ‌to‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌and‌ ‌have‌ ‌signed‌ ‌a‌ ‌retainer‌‌                               

agreement‌‌with‌‌a‌‌licensed‌‌immigration‌‌consultant,‌‌depending‌‌on‌‌the‌‌program‌‌you‌‌opted‌‌for,‌‌you‌‌                           

will‌ ‌express‌ ‌your‌ ‌intent‌ ‌by‌‌submitting‌‌an‌‌application.‌‌Before‌‌COVID‌‌19,‌‌there‌‌was‌‌a‌‌federal‌‌and‌‌                               

provincial‌‌draw‌‌almost‌‌every‌‌month.‌‌Any‌‌applicants‌‌above‌‌the‌‌cut-off‌‌points‌‌were‌‌sent‌‌the‌‌invites‌‌                             

to‌ ‌submit‌ ‌the‌ ‌relevant‌ ‌documents‌ ‌to‌ ‌complete‌ ‌their‌ ‌PR‌ ‌process.‌ ‌ 
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Cost‌ ‌of‌ ‌living‌ ‌ 

‌ 

You‌ ‌should‌ ‌search‌ ‌about‌ ‌the‌ ‌cost‌ ‌of‌ ‌living‌ ‌in‌ ‌Canada,‌ ‌especially‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌migrating‌ ‌from‌ ‌a‌‌                                 

country‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌massive‌ ‌difference‌ ‌in‌‌currency‌‌value.‌‌As‌‌a‌‌new‌‌immigrant,‌‌you‌‌may‌‌find‌‌that‌‌the‌‌                                 

prices‌ ‌of‌ ‌certain‌ ‌items‌ ‌are‌ ‌very‌ ‌high‌ ‌in‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌compared‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌country‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌immigrating‌‌                               

from.‌‌Canadian‌‌products‌‌go‌‌through‌‌rigorous‌‌quality‌‌tests,‌‌which‌‌can‌‌increase‌‌the‌‌cost‌‌of‌‌the‌‌end‌‌                               

product.‌ ‌Public‌ ‌transit‌ ‌is‌ ‌not‌ ‌that‌ ‌cheap‌ ‌either‌ ‌though‌ ‌monthly‌ ‌passes‌ ‌can‌ ‌help‌ ‌you‌ ‌offset‌ ‌the‌‌                               

price‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌fraction.‌ ‌ ‌   
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‌ 

Sales‌ ‌tax‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Unlike‌‌many‌‌other‌‌countries,‌‌sales‌‌tax‌‌is‌‌not‌‌added‌‌to‌‌the‌‌displayed‌‌price,‌‌which‌‌might‌‌come‌‌as‌‌a‌‌                                   

surprise‌‌when‌‌you‌‌are‌‌at‌‌a‌‌cash‌‌counter.‌‌You‌‌have‌‌to‌‌do‌‌mental‌‌math‌‌before‌‌buying‌‌a‌‌product‌‌to‌‌                                     

check‌ ‌if‌ ‌it‌ ‌fits‌ ‌in‌ ‌your‌ ‌budget.‌ ‌Sales‌ ‌tax‌ ‌is‌ ‌usually‌ ‌13%,‌ ‌with‌ ‌different‌ ‌subsidies‌ ‌in‌ ‌different‌‌                                 

provinces.‌ ‌ ‌   

14‌ ‌ 



 

 

Re-certifications‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Maybe‌ ‌except‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌IT‌ ‌field,‌ ‌most‌ ‌other‌ ‌professional‌ ‌qualifications‌ ‌need‌ ‌re-certification‌ ‌in‌‌                         

Canada,‌‌which‌‌can‌‌be‌‌a‌‌time-consuming‌‌and‌‌costly‌‌affair.‌‌Whether‌‌physicians,‌‌dentists,‌‌lawyers,‌‌                         

or‌ ‌electricians,‌ ‌skilled‌ ‌and‌ ‌semi-skilled‌ ‌trades‌ ‌need‌ ‌a‌ ‌Canadian‌ ‌equivalency.‌ ‌Even‌ ‌Human‌‌                       

Resources‌ ‌professionals‌ ‌need‌ ‌a‌ ‌license‌ ‌in‌ ‌many‌ ‌provinces.‌ ‌If‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌looking‌ ‌to‌ ‌work‌ ‌in‌ ‌your‌‌                               

professional‌ ‌field,‌ ‌check‌ ‌the‌ ‌provincial‌ ‌and‌ ‌federal‌ ‌requirements‌ ‌beforehand‌ ‌so‌ ‌the‌‌process‌‌is‌‌                         

not‌ ‌delayed‌ ‌more‌ ‌than‌ ‌it‌ ‌should‌ ‌be.‌ ‌ ‌   
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Starting‌ ‌from‌ ‌scratch‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Unless‌‌you‌‌have‌‌your‌‌family‌‌already‌‌settled‌‌in‌‌Canada,‌‌the‌‌chances‌‌are‌‌that‌‌you‌‌will‌‌be‌‌starting‌‌a‌‌                                   

whole‌ ‌new‌ ‌life‌ ‌in‌ ‌Canada,‌ ‌where‌ ‌you‌ ‌would‌ ‌need‌ ‌everything‌ ‌from‌ ‌a‌ ‌needle‌ ‌to‌ ‌a‌ ‌car.‌ ‌Most‌‌                                 

international‌ ‌flights‌ ‌only‌ ‌allow‌‌two‌‌luggage‌‌and‌‌one‌‌check-in‌‌bag‌‌per‌‌passenger,‌‌which‌‌doesn't‌‌                           

come‌‌anywhere‌‌near‌‌to‌‌taking‌‌all‌‌your‌‌necessities‌‌and‌‌memories‌‌with‌‌you.‌‌Even‌‌if‌‌you‌‌somehow‌‌                               

manage‌ ‌to‌ ‌bring‌ ‌everything‌ ‌with‌ ‌you,‌ ‌you‌ ‌won't‌ ‌have‌ ‌enough‌ ‌space‌ ‌in‌ ‌your‌ ‌rented‌‌                           

accommodation.‌‌People‌‌often‌‌keep‌‌it‌‌light‌‌till‌‌they‌‌own‌‌property‌‌to‌‌bring‌‌stuff.‌‌Sometimes‌‌people‌‌                             

also‌ ‌change‌‌provinces‌‌in‌‌Search‌‌of‌‌better‌‌opportunities,‌‌and‌‌moving‌‌to‌‌a‌‌house‌‌full‌‌of‌‌stuff‌‌can‌‌                                 

be‌ ‌an‌ ‌expensive‌ ‌affair.‌‌ ‌ ‌    
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Weather‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 

Canadian‌‌weather‌‌can‌‌be‌‌unpredictable.‌‌It‌‌can‌‌snow‌‌and‌‌shine‌‌in‌‌a‌‌single‌‌day.‌‌You‌‌will‌‌learn‌‌new‌‌                                   

weather‌ ‌terminology‌ ‌like‌ ‌"wind‌‌chill"‌‌here.‌‌It‌‌is‌‌essential‌‌to‌‌check‌‌the‌‌weather‌‌before‌‌you‌‌leave‌‌                               

your‌ ‌house.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌one‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌ ‌Canadian‌ ‌things‌ ‌I‌ ‌have‌ ‌learned‌ ‌here,‌ ‌next‌ ‌to‌ ‌relishing‌ ‌poutine.‌‌ ‌  

Summer‌ ‌is‌ ‌short,‌ ‌but‌ ‌people‌ ‌meticulously‌ ‌plan‌ ‌their‌ ‌weekends‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌up‌ ‌for‌ ‌it.‌ ‌Some‌ ‌go‌ ‌to‌‌                                 

beaches,‌ ‌others‌ ‌for‌ ‌long‌ ‌drives‌ ‌and‌ ‌camping.‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌see‌ ‌Barbeques‌ ‌and‌ ‌sunscreens‌‌                         

everywhere.‌ ‌ 

But‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌not‌ ‌just‌ ‌summertime;‌ ‌Canadians‌ ‌celebrate‌ ‌all‌ ‌seasons‌ ‌with‌ ‌equal‌ ‌enthusiasm.‌ ‌Every‌‌                           

season‌ ‌has‌ ‌its‌ ‌charm.‌ ‌ ‌   

17‌ ‌ 



 

 

DIY‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Have‌‌you‌‌never‌‌touched‌‌any‌‌tools‌‌or‌‌done‌‌any‌‌household‌‌chores‌‌yourself?‌‌Well,‌‌that‌‌will‌‌change‌‌                               

when‌‌you‌‌land‌‌in‌‌Canada.‌‌Here‌‌people‌‌have‌‌to‌‌become‌‌self-sufficient‌‌in‌‌various‌‌work‌‌and‌‌small‌‌                               

renovations.‌ ‌Labor‌ ‌is‌ ‌expensive‌ ‌here,‌ ‌and‌ ‌weekend‌ ‌rates‌ ‌are‌ ‌even‌ ‌higher.‌ ‌Therefore,‌ ‌most‌‌                         

people‌‌learn‌‌to‌‌fix‌‌small‌‌things‌‌by‌‌themselves.‌‌Also,‌‌people‌‌often‌‌buy‌‌a‌‌new‌‌product‌‌rather‌‌than‌‌                                 

fix‌ ‌an‌ ‌old‌ ‌one‌ ‌due‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌high‌ ‌repair‌ ‌costs.‌ ‌One‌ ‌thing‌ ‌is‌‌for‌‌sure,‌‌the‌‌products‌‌available‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                       

Canadian‌ ‌market‌ ‌are‌ ‌designed‌ ‌keeping‌ ‌in‌ ‌mind‌ ‌the‌ ‌end-users‌‌convenience.‌‌It‌‌will‌‌take‌‌time‌‌to‌‌                             

assemble‌ ‌items,‌ ‌but‌ ‌the‌ ‌instructions‌ ‌are‌ ‌clearly‌ ‌defined.‌ ‌There‌ ‌are‌ ‌tonnes‌ ‌of‌ ‌video‌ ‌resources‌ ‌too.‌ 
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Drivers‌ ‌licence‌ ‌ 

‌ 

What‌ ‌about‌‌a‌‌Driver's‌‌license,‌‌you‌‌may‌‌ask.‌‌A‌‌driver's‌‌license‌‌is‌‌a‌‌privilege,‌‌not‌‌a‌‌right,‌‌and‌‌you‌‌                                     

have‌ ‌to‌ ‌work‌ ‌hard‌ ‌to‌ ‌keep‌ ‌that‌ ‌privilege.‌ ‌There‌ ‌are‌ ‌multiple‌ ‌steps‌‌in‌‌getting‌‌a‌‌driver's‌‌license.‌‌                                 

First,‌‌a‌‌written‌‌test,‌‌called‌‌G1,‌‌after‌‌which‌‌you‌‌have‌‌to‌‌wait‌‌for‌‌a‌‌few‌‌months‌‌before‌‌proceeding‌‌to‌‌                                     

the‌‌next‌‌step.‌‌You‌‌may‌‌get‌‌credit‌‌for‌‌your‌‌home‌‌country's‌‌driving‌‌record.‌‌The‌‌next‌‌step‌‌is‌‌to‌‌take‌‌                                     

a‌ ‌G2‌ ‌exam,‌ ‌where‌ ‌you‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌tested‌ ‌on‌ ‌city‌ ‌roads.‌ ‌A‌ ‌G2‌ ‌license‌ ‌is‌‌valid‌‌for‌‌five‌‌years,‌‌during‌‌                                       

which‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌to‌ ‌prepare‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌G‌ ‌license.‌ ‌In‌ ‌this‌ ‌last‌ ‌step,‌ ‌your‌ ‌highway‌ ‌driving‌ ‌skills‌ ‌are‌‌                                   

evaluated.‌‌This‌‌is‌‌just‌‌for‌‌the‌‌car‌‌driving‌‌license.‌‌There‌‌are‌‌a‌‌few‌‌other‌‌types‌‌of‌‌licenses‌‌as‌‌well,‌‌                                     

from‌ ‌a‌ ‌boat‌ ‌to‌ ‌a‌ ‌truck.‌‌ ‌  

One‌‌important‌‌point‌‌to‌‌note‌‌here‌‌is‌‌that‌‌the‌‌vehicle‌‌insurance‌‌is‌‌tied‌‌to‌‌your‌‌driver's‌‌license‌‌and‌                                   

not‌ ‌the‌ ‌vehicle.‌ ‌Thus‌ ‌any‌ ‌claim‌ ‌or‌ ‌a‌ ‌demerit‌ ‌point‌ ‌for‌ ‌wrong‌ ‌driving‌ ‌will‌ ‌adversely‌ ‌affect‌ ‌your‌‌                                 

insurance.‌‌Canadian‌‌vehicle‌‌insurance‌‌is‌‌already‌‌notoriously‌‌high,‌‌and‌‌you‌‌don't‌‌want‌‌to‌‌increase‌‌                           

it‌ ‌further‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌bad‌ ‌driving‌ ‌record.‌‌ ‌  

Clarification-‌‌the‌‌insurance‌‌may‌‌be‌‌high‌‌here,‌‌but‌‌if‌‌you‌‌ever‌‌need‌‌to‌‌file‌‌an‌‌insurance‌‌claim,‌‌you‌‌                                   

will‌ ‌see‌ ‌how‌ ‌smooth‌ ‌the‌ ‌whole‌ ‌process‌ ‌is.‌ ‌  
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Demerit-‌ ‌I‌ ‌can't‌ ‌wrap‌ ‌up‌ ‌a‌ ‌driver's‌ ‌license‌ ‌without‌‌clarifying‌‌what‌‌demerit‌‌points‌‌are.‌‌A‌‌demerit‌‌                               

point‌‌is‌‌assigned‌‌to‌‌various‌‌driving‌‌offenses.‌‌Every‌‌demerit‌‌point‌‌means‌‌an‌‌increase‌‌in‌‌insurance.‌‌                             

The‌ ‌license‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌canceled‌ ‌on‌ ‌an‌ ‌accumulation‌ ‌of‌ ‌fifteen‌ ‌points.‌‌It‌‌may‌‌sound‌‌harsh,‌‌but‌‌the‌‌                                 

impact‌ ‌it‌ ‌has‌‌on‌‌the‌‌psyche‌‌of‌‌a‌‌driver‌‌is‌‌favorable.‌‌A‌‌good‌‌driving‌‌record‌‌can‌‌help‌‌you‌‌reduce‌‌                                     

your‌ ‌insurance‌ ‌and‌ ‌certainly‌ ‌help‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌safety‌ ‌of‌ ‌others‌ ‌and‌ ‌you.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌   
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Networking‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Networking‌ ‌or‌ ‌creating‌ ‌meaningful‌ ‌connections‌ ‌are‌ ‌considered‌ ‌a‌ ‌positive‌ ‌step‌ ‌towards‌ ‌your‌‌                       

career.‌‌Most‌‌of‌‌the‌‌hiring‌‌is‌‌done‌‌internally,‌‌with‌‌a‌‌reference‌‌of‌‌a‌‌current‌‌or‌‌ex-employee,‌‌and‌‌if‌‌                                   

you‌ ‌have‌ ‌connections‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌‌right‌‌places,‌‌your‌‌chances‌‌of‌‌getting‌‌a‌‌job‌‌in‌‌your‌‌field‌‌are‌‌higher.‌‌                                   

Most‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌immigrants‌ ‌coming‌ ‌to‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌are‌ ‌highly‌ ‌qualified.‌ ‌Thus‌ ‌networking‌ ‌gives‌ ‌you‌ ‌an‌‌                             

edge‌ ‌over‌ ‌others.‌ ‌Connecting‌ ‌with‌ ‌people‌ ‌is‌ ‌also‌ ‌good‌ ‌for‌ ‌your‌ ‌social‌ ‌and‌ ‌mental‌ ‌well-being.‌ ‌ 

‌   
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Canadian‌ ‌experience‌ ‌ 

‌ 

I‌ ‌had‌ ‌an‌ ‌interview‌ ‌in‌ ‌my‌‌first‌‌few‌‌weeks‌‌after‌‌landing‌‌in‌‌Canada.‌‌Another‌‌candidate‌‌and‌‌I‌‌were‌‌                                   

shortlisted.‌ ‌My‌ ‌interview‌ ‌went‌ ‌very‌‌well.‌‌The‌‌interviewer‌‌spent‌‌an‌‌hour‌‌showing‌‌me‌‌around‌‌the‌‌                             

whole‌ ‌place.‌ ‌I‌ ‌was‌ ‌very‌ ‌optimistic‌ ‌that‌ ‌I‌ ‌would‌ ‌get‌ ‌the‌ ‌job.‌ ‌I‌ ‌didn't.‌ ‌When‌ ‌I‌ ‌requested‌ ‌the‌‌                                   

interviewer‌ ‌for‌ ‌feedback,‌ ‌he‌ ‌said‌ ‌that‌ ‌although‌ ‌he‌ ‌liked‌ ‌my‌ ‌profile,‌ ‌they‌ ‌decided‌ ‌to‌ ‌go‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌‌                                 

candidate‌‌with‌‌Canadian‌‌experience.‌‌I‌‌was‌‌disheartened.‌‌How‌‌will‌‌I‌‌gain‌‌experience‌‌if‌‌I‌‌don't‌‌get‌‌                               

a‌‌job?‌‌Thankfully‌‌I‌‌got‌‌a‌‌job‌‌shortly‌‌after‌‌at‌‌another‌‌place.‌‌When‌‌I‌‌started‌‌working,‌‌I‌‌realized‌‌that‌‌                                     

the‌‌interviewer‌‌was‌‌not‌‌wrong.‌‌Canadian‌‌work‌‌experience,‌‌which‌‌is‌‌mostly‌‌soft‌‌skills,‌‌is‌‌different‌‌                             

here‌ ‌than‌ ‌in‌ ‌my‌ ‌home‌ ‌country.‌ ‌There‌ ‌are‌ ‌subtle‌ ‌but‌ ‌essential‌ ‌aspects‌ ‌of‌ ‌customer‌ ‌and‌ ‌client‌‌                               

dealing‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌can‌ ‌only‌ ‌learn‌ ‌once‌ ‌you‌ ‌start‌ ‌interacting.‌‌ ‌  

One‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌ways‌ ‌to‌ ‌break‌ ‌this‌ ‌vicious‌ ‌cycle‌ ‌is‌ ‌to‌ ‌volunteer.‌ ‌Not‌ ‌only‌ ‌does‌ ‌it‌ ‌give‌ ‌you‌ ‌the‌‌                                     

necessary‌ ‌exposure,‌ ‌but‌ ‌it‌ ‌also‌ ‌helps‌ ‌you‌ ‌create‌ ‌new‌ ‌connections.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
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Proper‌ ‌clothing‌ ‌ 

‌ 

There‌‌are‌‌different‌‌kinds‌‌of‌‌clothes‌‌according‌‌to‌‌the‌‌season,‌‌and‌‌on‌‌the‌‌surface,‌‌it‌‌may‌‌seem‌‌like‌‌                                   

a‌ ‌waste‌ ‌of‌ ‌money,‌ ‌but‌ ‌trust‌ ‌me,‌ ‌you‌ ‌will‌ ‌soon‌ ‌learn‌ ‌once‌ ‌you‌ ‌step‌ ‌out‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌fall‌ ‌jacket‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌‌                                         

snowstorm.‌‌Most‌‌of‌‌the‌‌warm‌‌clothes‌‌that‌‌I‌‌brought‌‌from‌‌my‌‌country‌‌didn't‌‌help‌‌me‌‌here.‌‌I‌‌spent‌‌                                   

double‌‌the‌‌number‌‌of‌‌clothes‌‌as‌‌the‌‌first‌‌ones‌‌were‌‌not‌‌warm‌‌enough.‌‌You‌‌need‌‌to‌‌pay‌‌attention‌‌                                   

to‌ ‌the‌ ‌tag‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌clothes‌ ‌to‌ ‌see‌ ‌what‌ ‌kind‌ ‌of‌ ‌fill‌ ‌the‌ ‌jacket‌ ‌has‌‌or‌‌if‌‌they‌‌are‌‌water-resistant‌‌or‌‌                                         

waterproof.‌‌Fall‌‌boots‌‌and‌‌winter‌‌boots‌‌should‌‌also‌‌have‌‌anti-slip/traction‌‌to‌‌reduce‌‌the‌‌chances‌‌                           

of‌ ‌your‌ ‌fall.‌‌ ‌  
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Long‌ ‌weekend‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Most‌‌holidays‌‌are‌‌assigned‌‌to‌‌a‌‌day‌‌rather‌‌than‌‌a‌‌date,‌‌either‌‌a‌‌Friday‌‌or‌‌Monday.‌‌For‌‌example,‌‌                                   

thanksgiving‌ ‌is‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌second‌ ‌Monday‌ ‌of‌ ‌September.‌ ‌This‌ ‌holiday‌ ‌system‌ ‌essentially‌ ‌helps‌‌                         

Canadians‌‌take‌‌full‌‌advantage‌‌of‌‌a‌‌holiday‌‌and‌‌make‌‌plans‌‌for‌‌long‌‌weekends‌‌without‌‌distrusting‌‌                             

their‌ ‌work‌ ‌schedule.‌ ‌All‌ ‌the‌ ‌stores,‌ ‌except‌ ‌for‌ ‌pharmacies‌ ‌and‌ ‌grocery‌ ‌stores,‌‌are‌‌also‌‌closed.‌‌                             

People‌ ‌get‌ ‌paid‌ ‌1.5‌ ‌times‌ ‌their‌ ‌wage‌ ‌rate‌ ‌if‌ ‌they‌ ‌work‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌statutory‌ ‌holiday.‌ ‌ 

‌   
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Canadian‌ ‌Healthcare‌ ‌system‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Healthcare‌‌is‌‌free‌‌in‌‌Canada.‌‌You‌‌might‌‌have‌‌heard‌‌this‌‌many‌‌times‌‌before.‌‌You‌‌might‌‌not‌‌know‌‌                                 

that‌‌there‌‌are‌‌certain‌‌aspects‌‌of‌‌healthcare‌‌that‌‌are‌‌not‌‌covered‌‌under‌‌the‌‌current‌‌system.‌‌Firstly,‌‌                               

eyes‌ ‌and‌ ‌dental‌ ‌are‌ ‌not‌ ‌covered‌ ‌under‌ ‌the‌ ‌provincial‌‌healthcare‌‌coverage.‌‌The‌‌consultation‌‌is‌‌                           

free,‌‌but‌‌you‌‌have‌‌to‌‌pay‌‌for‌‌your‌‌medication.‌‌You‌‌can‌‌not‌‌get‌‌high-strength‌‌medicine‌‌doses‌‌over‌‌                                 

the‌ ‌counter.‌ ‌You‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌have‌ ‌a‌ ‌prescription‌ ‌for‌ ‌that.‌‌The‌‌prescriptions‌‌are‌‌sent‌‌directly‌‌to‌‌the‌‌                                 

pharmacies,‌ ‌which‌ ‌is‌ ‌an‌ ‌excellent‌ ‌way‌ ‌to‌ ‌reduce‌ ‌multiple‌ ‌uses‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌prescription.‌‌ ‌  

Depending‌‌on‌‌your‌‌corporate‌‌insurance‌‌plan,‌‌many‌‌of‌‌the‌‌items‌‌mentioned‌‌above‌‌can‌‌be‌‌free‌‌or‌‌                               

provided‌ ‌at‌ ‌a‌ ‌much‌ ‌lower‌ ‌cost.‌‌ ‌  
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Canadian‌ ‌banking‌ ‌system‌ ‌ 

‌ 

It's‌‌Expensive!‌‌Personal‌‌accounts‌‌are‌‌mostly‌‌divided‌‌into‌‌checking‌‌and‌‌savings‌‌accounts.‌‌Saving‌‌                         

accounts‌ ‌hardly‌‌get‌‌any‌‌interest‌‌and‌‌chewing‌‌accounts‌‌has‌‌a‌‌monthly‌‌fee‌‌which‌‌can‌‌increase‌‌if‌‌                               

you‌‌go‌‌over‌‌a‌‌certain‌‌number‌‌of‌‌transactions.‌‌Primarily‌‌Credit‌‌cards‌‌are‌‌used‌‌and‌‌not‌‌debit‌‌cards.‌‌                                 

Online‌‌banking‌‌is‌‌evolving,‌‌and‌‌you‌‌can‌‌deposit‌‌a‌‌cheque‌‌through‌‌your‌‌phone‌‌app.‌‌Most‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                 

time‌ ‌you‌ ‌don't‌ ‌have‌ ‌to‌ ‌visit‌ ‌the‌ ‌branch‌ ‌in‌ ‌person.‌ ‌ 

‌   
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Canadian‌ ‌Education‌ ‌system‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

Schooling‌ ‌in‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌is‌ ‌free‌ ‌if‌ ‌your‌ ‌kids‌ ‌attend‌ ‌a‌ ‌public‌ ‌school.‌ ‌College‌ ‌and‌ ‌university‌ ‌are‌‌                               

expensive‌‌and‌‌usually‌‌require‌‌students‌‌to‌‌borrow‌‌loans.‌‌Still,‌‌the‌‌fees‌‌are‌‌considerably‌‌less‌‌than‌‌                             

what‌ ‌international‌ ‌students‌ ‌pay‌ ‌(usually‌ ‌three‌ ‌to‌ ‌five‌ ‌times).‌ ‌ 
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Cultural‌ ‌diversity‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

One‌ ‌thing‌ ‌that‌ ‌makes‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌apart‌ ‌from‌ ‌other‌ ‌countries‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌filled‌‌with‌‌various‌‌cultural‌‌                                 

backgrounds‌ ‌that‌ ‌have‌ ‌learned‌ ‌to‌ ‌coexist‌ ‌peacefully‌ ‌and‌ ‌respectfully.‌ ‌People‌ ‌are‌‌respectful‌‌to‌‌                         

each‌‌other,‌‌and‌‌their‌‌cultures‌‌and‌‌are‌‌eager‌‌to‌‌learn‌‌more‌‌about‌‌them.‌‌Whether‌‌it‌‌is‌‌Christmas‌‌or‌‌                                   

Hanukkah,‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌celebrated‌ ‌with‌ ‌equal‌ ‌zeal.‌ ‌ 

‌   
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Transit‌ ‌and‌ ‌travel‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Canada‌ ‌is‌ ‌spread‌ ‌far‌ ‌and‌ ‌wide.‌ ‌It‌ ‌can‌ ‌take‌ ‌a‌ ‌day‌ ‌to‌‌travel‌‌from‌‌one‌‌end‌‌of‌‌Ontario‌‌to‌‌another.‌‌                                       

Though‌‌the‌‌transit‌‌system‌‌in‌‌Canada‌‌is‌‌well‌‌connected‌‌and‌‌usually‌‌on‌‌time,‌‌still,‌‌as‌‌a‌‌newcomer,‌‌                                 

you‌ ‌should‌ ‌try‌ ‌to‌ ‌find‌ ‌rental‌ ‌accommodation‌ ‌after‌ ‌checking‌ ‌the‌ ‌connectivity‌ ‌and‌ ‌frequency.‌ ‌                         

When‌‌we‌‌landed‌‌in‌‌Canada,‌‌we‌‌rented‌‌a‌‌place‌‌where‌‌the‌‌frequency‌‌between‌‌two‌‌busses‌‌on‌‌that‌‌                                 

road‌ ‌was‌ ‌20‌ ‌minutes.‌ ‌To‌ ‌catch‌ ‌a‌ ‌bus‌ ‌for‌ ‌another‌‌route,‌‌we‌‌had‌‌to‌‌walk‌‌almost‌‌two‌‌kilometers.‌‌                                   

Imagine‌‌that‌‌with‌‌kids‌‌and‌‌groceries‌‌in‌‌hand.‌‌Needless‌‌to‌‌say,‌‌we‌‌moved‌‌from‌‌there‌‌quickly.‌‌(We‌‌                                 

rented‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌month-to-month‌ ‌lease).‌‌ ‌  

‌   
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Rules‌ ‌and‌ ‌regulations‌ ‌ 

‌ 

One‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌qualities‌ ‌that‌ ‌I‌ ‌admire‌ ‌about‌ ‌Canadians‌ ‌is‌ ‌their‌ ‌dedication‌ ‌to‌ ‌following‌ ‌rules‌ ‌and‌‌                               

regulations.‌ ‌Whether‌ ‌standing‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌queue,‌ ‌entering‌ ‌or‌ ‌exiting‌ ‌the‌ ‌subway‌ ‌or‌‌driving,‌‌you‌‌will‌‌                             

see‌ ‌such‌ ‌discipline‌ ‌amongst‌ ‌people‌ ‌without‌ ‌any‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌monitor.‌ ‌Once‌ ‌there‌ ‌was‌ ‌a‌ ‌power‌‌                             

outage‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌area,‌ ‌the‌ ‌traffic‌ ‌lights‌‌were‌‌not‌‌working‌‌in‌‌a‌‌major‌‌intersection.‌‌With‌‌my‌‌previous‌‌                                 

experiences,‌‌I‌‌was‌‌expecting‌‌the‌‌traffic‌‌to‌‌go‌‌crazy‌‌all‌‌around‌‌without‌‌a‌‌traffic‌‌cop,‌‌but‌‌no.‌‌Drivers‌‌                                   

treated‌ ‌the‌‌intersection‌‌as‌‌a‌‌four-way‌‌stop,‌‌each‌‌side‌‌patiently‌‌waiting.‌‌You‌‌will‌‌not‌‌hear‌‌drivers‌‌                               

honking‌ ‌at‌ ‌a‌ ‌red‌ ‌light‌ ‌or‌ ‌for‌ ‌no‌ ‌reason.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌considered‌ ‌an‌ ‌insult‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌get‌ ‌honked‌ ‌for‌ ‌your‌‌                                       

driving.‌‌ ‌  

‌   

30‌ ‌ 



 

 

Programs‌ ‌for‌ ‌new‌ ‌immigrants‌ ‌ 

‌ 

There‌‌are‌‌many‌‌programs‌‌by‌‌federal‌‌and‌‌provincial‌‌governments‌‌which‌‌can‌‌help‌‌new‌‌immigrants‌‌                           

integrate‌‌into‌‌society‌‌well.‌ ‌Whether‌‌it‌‌is‌‌upgrading‌‌the‌‌skills,‌‌higher‌‌education,‌‌learning‌‌English‌‌                           

as‌‌a‌‌second‌‌language,‌‌child‌‌care,‌‌or‌‌low-income‌‌subsidies,‌‌numerous‌‌programs‌‌are‌‌available‌‌to‌‌                           

help‌ ‌you‌ ‌succeed.‌ ‌ 

‌   
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Accommodation‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Accommodation‌ ‌in‌‌Canada‌‌is‌‌expensive‌‌and‌‌usually‌‌covers‌‌more‌‌than‌‌50%‌‌of‌‌the‌‌total‌‌monthly‌‌                             

expenses.‌‌Getting‌‌decent‌‌housing‌‌in‌‌a‌‌well-connected‌‌area‌‌can‌‌be‌‌a‌‌bit‌‌of‌‌a‌‌struggle.‌‌Most‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                   

new‌ ‌immigrants‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌budgetary‌ ‌constraint‌ ‌opt‌ ‌for‌ ‌basements.‌ ‌There‌ ‌are‌‌two‌‌kinds‌‌of‌‌                               

basements:‌‌a‌‌full‌‌basement,‌‌which‌‌can‌‌be‌‌dark‌‌and‌‌depressing,‌‌especially‌‌in‌‌the‌‌winter‌‌months,‌‌                             

and‌‌the‌‌other‌‌are‌‌called‌‌walk-out‌‌basements,‌‌which‌‌are‌‌hard‌‌to‌‌find‌‌but‌‌are‌‌a‌‌better‌‌option‌‌if‌‌you‌‌                                     

need‌ ‌to‌ ‌live‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌basement.‌‌ ‌  

‌   
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Child‌ ‌care‌ 

‌ 

Child‌‌care‌‌in‌‌Canada‌‌can‌‌sometimes‌‌become‌‌a‌‌financial‌‌hindrance‌‌for‌‌parents‌‌earning‌‌a‌‌decent‌‌                             

salary.‌ ‌No‌ ‌doubt,‌‌there‌‌are‌‌subsidies‌‌for‌‌low‌‌or‌‌middle-income‌‌groups,‌‌but‌‌the‌‌support‌‌for‌‌child‌‌                               

care‌ ‌is‌ ‌proportional‌ ‌to‌ ‌income.‌ ‌Sometimes‌ ‌parents‌ ‌might‌ ‌find‌ ‌themselves‌‌in‌‌a‌‌situation‌‌where‌‌                           

their‌ ‌salary‌ ‌and‌ ‌travel‌ ‌cost‌ ‌is‌ ‌similar‌ ‌to‌ ‌what‌ ‌they‌ ‌are‌ ‌paying‌ ‌in‌ ‌childcare,‌ ‌thus‌ ‌leaving‌ ‌them‌‌                                 

questioning‌ ‌their‌ ‌financial‌ ‌viability.‌ ‌Childcare‌ ‌for‌ ‌toddlers‌ ‌is‌ ‌even‌ ‌higher.‌ ‌Some‌ ‌policies‌ ‌are‌‌                         

underway‌ ‌that‌ ‌can‌ ‌reduce‌ ‌the‌ ‌childcare‌ ‌cost‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌parents,‌ ‌but‌ ‌it‌‌has‌‌not‌‌been‌‌implemented‌‌                               

yet.‌ ‌I‌ ‌would‌ ‌like‌ ‌to‌ ‌add‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌quality‌ ‌of‌ ‌daycare‌ ‌facilities‌ ‌and‌ ‌services‌ ‌in‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌is‌‌                                 

commendable.‌ ‌The‌ ‌staff‌ ‌is‌ ‌well‌ ‌trained‌ ‌and‌ ‌compassionate.‌ ‌I‌ ‌have‌ ‌not‌ ‌met‌ ‌even‌ ‌a‌ ‌single‌‌staff‌‌                               

member‌ ‌who‌ ‌is‌ ‌not‌ ‌passionate‌ ‌about‌ ‌their‌ ‌job.‌‌ ‌  
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Insurance‌ ‌ 

‌ 

There‌‌is‌‌insurance‌‌for‌‌everything.‌‌Whether‌‌for‌‌travel‌‌or‌‌car,‌‌life‌‌or‌‌health,‌ ‌House‌‌or‌‌tenant,‌‌every‌‌                                 

aspect‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌lives‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌insured.‌ ‌Many‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌professions‌ ‌also‌‌need‌‌insurance‌‌to‌‌practice‌‌in‌‌                                 

their‌ ‌specialized‌ ‌area.‌ ‌ 
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Credit‌ ‌score‌ ‌ 

‌ 

‌ 

As‌ ‌a‌ ‌new‌ ‌immigrant,‌ ‌one‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌main‌‌things‌‌you‌‌should‌‌start‌‌working‌‌on‌‌from‌‌the‌‌moment‌‌you‌‌                                   

land‌‌is‌‌your‌‌credit‌‌score.‌‌It‌‌takes‌‌six‌‌months‌‌to‌‌a‌‌year‌‌to‌‌get‌‌a‌‌decent‌‌credit‌‌score.‌‌A‌‌good‌‌credit‌‌                                         

score‌‌opens‌‌new‌‌avenues‌‌for‌‌you‌‌and‌‌makes‌‌it‌‌easier‌‌for‌‌you‌‌to‌‌secure‌‌loans.‌‌A‌‌low‌‌credit‌‌score‌                                     

can‌ ‌result‌ ‌in‌ ‌difficulty‌ ‌in‌ ‌procuring‌ ‌loans,‌ ‌thus‌ ‌limiting‌ ‌your‌ ‌opportunities‌ ‌to‌ ‌grow.‌ ‌Other‌ ‌areas‌‌                             

where‌ ‌credit‌ ‌score‌ ‌is‌ ‌needed‌ ‌are:‌ ‌ 

● mobile‌ ‌phone‌ ‌companies‌ ‌for‌ ‌postpaid‌ ‌connections‌ ‌ 

● credit‌ ‌card‌ ‌companies‌ ‌ 

● car‌ ‌leasing‌ ‌companies‌ ‌ 

● Landlords‌ ‌ 

● employers‌ ‌ 

● Insurance‌ ‌companies‌ ‌ 

Credit‌ ‌bureaus‌ ‌in‌ ‌Canada:‌ ‌ 
● Equifax‌ ‌ 

● TransUnion‌ ‌ 

When‌ ‌you‌ ‌log‌ ‌in‌ ‌to‌ ‌their‌ ‌banking‌ ‌platforms,‌ ‌most‌ ‌financial‌ ‌institutions‌ ‌have‌ ‌also‌ ‌started‌‌giving‌‌                             

monthly‌ ‌or‌ ‌quarterly‌ ‌reports‌ ‌on‌ ‌your‌ ‌current‌ ‌credit‌ ‌score.‌ ‌ 

It‌ ‌is‌‌essential‌‌to‌‌pay‌‌your‌‌bills‌‌on‌‌time,‌‌check‌‌your‌‌credit‌‌scores‌‌(soft‌‌inquiries),‌‌and‌‌resolve‌‌any‌‌                                   

disputes‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌timely‌ ‌manner‌ ‌before‌ ‌they‌ ‌are‌ ‌sent‌ ‌to‌ ‌collection‌ ‌agencies.‌ ‌ 
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Home‌ ‌away‌ ‌from‌ ‌home‌ ‌ 

‌ 

When‌ ‌I‌ ‌immigrated‌ ‌to‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌with‌ ‌my‌ ‌family,‌ ‌I‌ ‌brought‌ ‌all‌ ‌the‌‌authentic‌‌packaged‌‌ingredients‌‌                             

that‌ ‌I‌ ‌thought‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌difficult‌ ‌to‌ ‌find‌ ‌here‌ ‌to‌ ‌cook‌ ‌our‌ ‌traditional‌ ‌meals.‌ ‌But,‌ ‌you‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌‌                                   

pleasantly‌‌surprised‌‌that‌‌you‌‌are‌‌coming‌‌home‌‌away‌‌from‌‌home.‌‌Almost‌‌everything‌‌authentic‌‌is‌‌                           

available‌ ‌here.‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌search‌ ‌online.‌ ‌Most‌ ‌places‌ ‌have‌ ‌even‌ ‌started‌ ‌online‌ ‌deliveries.‌‌ ‌  

‌   
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Conclusion‌ ‌ 

You‌ ‌have‌ ‌made‌ ‌a‌ ‌sensible‌ ‌decision‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌chosen‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌Canada‌ ‌your‌ ‌new‌‌home.‌‌The‌‌                                 

more‌ ‌researched‌ ‌your‌ ‌decision‌ ‌is,‌ ‌the‌ ‌sooner‌ ‌you‌ ‌get‌ ‌integrated‌ ‌into‌ ‌Canadian‌ ‌society‌ ‌and‌‌                           

culture.‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌visit‌ ‌sunalinirana.com‌ ‌for‌ ‌additional‌ ‌resources.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

‌ 
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